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Tritrophic is not a real word. Your reader does not know the words 
tritrophic, ecological assemblage, genomics orparthenogenesis. 

That is not because your reader is dumb. It is because scientists 
made up those words and never told anyone but other scientists. 

Don’t underestimate the intelligence of your readers. Readers can be 
very clever, but it is not their job to know all of the words that you 
and the twelve people you call colleagues made up.

yourwildlife.org/2013/06/advice-for-scientists-who-want-to-write-for-the-public/

“Advice for Scientists Who Want to Write” by Rob Dunn (NCSU)

Choose Your Words



The curse of knowledge: 

“The main cause of incomprehensible prose is the difficulty of 
imagining what it’s like for someone else not to know 

something that you know.”
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Chapter One: A Fable For Tomorrow

There once was a town in the heart of America where all 
life seemed to live in harmony with its surroundings. The 
town lay in the midst of a checkerboard of prosperous 
farms, with fields of grain and hillsides of orchards where, 
in spring, white clouds of bloom drifted above the green 
fields. In autumn, oak and maple and birch set up a blaze 
of color that flamed and flickered across a backdrop of 
pines. Then foxes barked in the hills and deer silently 
crossed the fields, half hidden in the mists of the fall 
mornings. So it had been from the days many years ago 
when the first settlers raised their houses, sank their 
wells, and built their barns….
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From a Journalist’s Mailbox

....you can be sure of 
this Carl, the reason you 
cannot see how wrong 
you are is that the god of 
this world, Satan, has 
blinded your eyes to the 
truth. May God have 
mercy on your soul

In Christ, Bill
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“God created human beings pretty much in their present form at 
one time within the last 10,000 years or so” 
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1982 2017
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"You've heard about some of these pet projects, they really don't make 
a whole lot of sense and sometimes these dollars go to projects that 
have little or nothing to do with the public good. Things like fruit fly 

research in Paris, France. I kid you not.”
—Sarah Palin, 2008

Weaponizing cultural self-identification



Why?
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“That is not known as an 
objective writer or magazine”

Congressional hearing, 
March 29, 2017
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“The article was written by James Delingpole, a columnist who has made a career out 
of insult-laden polemics against climate science. (In an episode of BBC’s Horizon, 
Delingpole famously admitted that he never reads scientific papers and called himself 
“an interpreter of interpretations.”) In this case, Delingpole mostly tacked a few put-
downs onto quotes from a Daily Mail story written by David Rose—who also has a 
long history of writing deeply misleading stories about climate science.”
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The impact of Trump on climate science has been far greater than 
what the public believes it has. He has not only slashed funding, 
but he’s gone on the attack in any way he can with his powers as 
the president. University researchers are buffered from this, 
but scientists working at government agencies have really felt the 
blow. 

They have been muffled and not allowed to speak freely with the 
press, they have had their reports altered to remove “climate 
change” from the text, and are being told to leave climate change 
out of future reports and funding proposals. 

This degrades the entire climate science community. Scientists 
are fighting back, but Congress needs to exercise its constitutional 
powers and keep the executive branch in check. This is not a 
partisan issue – this is about the future of America.
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